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SUBJECT: PRIMIN PALME ON BRANDT RESIGNATION 

1 . PALME MADE FOLLOWING STATEMENT ON TV MAY 7 RE BRANDT 
RESIGNATION: 

"NOTHING CAN UNDERMINE THE DECISIVE CONTRIBUTION MADE 
BY WILLY BRANDT TO PEACE IN EUROPE. IT WILL ENDURE. BUT 
HIS RESIGNATION FROM THE OFFICE OE FEDERAL CHANCELLOR IS 
A DIRE LOSS TO THE CONTINUED ENDEAVOURS FOR PEACE AND 
DETENTE IN EUROPE - AND IN THE WHOLE WORLD. 

"THE EAST GERMAN STATE HAS COMMITTED A SHOCKING BREACH 
OF FAITH. IN THEIR STALINIST EERVOUR THEY HAVE NOT UNDER- 
STOOD THAT DETENTE MUST BE BUILT ON HONEST AND TRUST. 

IT IS ALSO DISTRESSING TO SEE HOW REACTIONARY FORCES ARE 
SEEKING TO EXPLOIT THE SITUATION FOR THEIR OWN ENDS. 
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"WE RUN THE RISK OE AN UGLY POLARIZATION OE DIEFERENT 
KINDS OE INTOLERANCE AND DOGMATISM. THOSE WHO ARE WORKING 
EOR PEACE, SOCIAL EQUALITY AND AN OPEN AND TOLERANT 
DEMOCRACY MUST DEFEND THEIR IDEAS WITH EVEN GREATER ENERGY 
AND DETERMINATION. I AM CONVINCED THAT WILLY BRANDT WILL 
BE IN THE VANGUARD OF THAT STRUGGLE." 

2. ALTER STATEMENT, TV INTERVIEWER ASKED HIM WHETHER HIS 
HARSH WORDS WOULD CAUSE BREAK IN DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS 
WITH GDR. PALME JUST SMILED AND SAID, "I HAVE SPOKEN THE 
TRUTH." 

3. COMMENTS: PALME'S HARSH BUT CAREEULLY PREPARED WORDS 
REFLECT HIS WELL-KNOWN AND WELL-PUBLICIZED PERSONAL 
ERIENDSHIP WITH BRANDT AS WELL AS CONCERN EOR EUTURE 

OE SPD GOVERNMENT IN FRG. THESE ARE THE ROUGHEST WORDS 
PLAME HAS USED ON A SOVIET-BLOC GOVERNMENT IN RECENT MEMORY. 
PRESUMABLY HE JUDGED THEY WON'T DO TOO MUCH HARM TO 
RELATIONS WITH GDR, WHICH HAS, IN ITS EAMILIAR ILL- 
TEMPERED WAY, BEEN TRYING TO CURRY EAVOR HERE. 
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